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A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF KENSINGTON 
TO REQUEST THAT MONTGOMERY COUNTY TAKE THOSE STORMWATER 

MANAGEMENT MEASURES NECESSARY TO INCREASE CAPACITY TO 
ACCEPTABLE LEVELS AND PREVENT FLOODING AT THE SILVER 

CREEK/OBERON STREET CULVERT 

Whereas, a tributary known as Silver Creek runs through the Town, and is part of the Silver 
Creek watershed drainage system; and 

Whereas, the watershed begins in the vicinity of the Viers Mill Road intersection with University 
Boulevard, and drains half of the Westfield Wheaton Shopping Center complex and half of the 
Einstein High School and the Newport Middle School property, together with much of 
Kensington Heights, Oakland Terrace and Homewood subdivisions; and 

Whereas, once the creek crosses Plyers Mill Road in a concrete culvert, it outlets into a 
concrete-lined channel that terminates at a box culvert at Oberon Street; and 

Whereas, the existence of the concrete-lined channel prevents storm water from filtering into 
the stream bed and surrounding area, so that there is no water retention/storage capacity in that 
part of the channel; and  

Whereas, expansion of Wheaton Plaza and other development to the north have added to the 
volume of storm water run-off experienced in the stream channel; and 

Whereas, the increase in volume cannot be absorbed by the box culvert at Oberon Street, 
which results in flooding during 2-year storm events of houses on Oberon Street and Wheatley 
with storm flows crossing Oberon Street; and 

Whereas, this capacity for the box culvert is not acceptable; and 

Whereas, increased storage capacity should be created upstream of the box culvert to increase 
its capacity to acceptable levels and to avoid flooding; and 

Whereas, Montgomery County undertook maintenance of the Silver Creek stream channel 
south of Plyers Mill to the upstream end of the culvert at Oberon Street in 1993; 

Whereas, Montgomery County should take those measures necessary to increase storm water 
storage capacity upstream of the box culvert to increase its capacity to acceptable levels and to 
avoid flooding. 

Now Therefore Be It Resolved the Mayor and Town Council do hereby urge and request 
Montgomery County to increase storm water storage capacity in the Silver Creek channel 
upstream of the box culvert at Oberon Street to increase its capacity to acceptable levels and to 
avoid flooding; and  

Be It Further Resolved that the Mayor and Town Council do hereby request the County to take 
any additional stormwater management measures necessary to avoid flooding at the Oberon 
Street culvert; and 



Be It Further Resolved, that the Mayor and Town Council request that Town representatives 
be included in the County process for development of storm water management measures for 
the Silver Creek channel. 

Adopted by the Mayor and Town Council and effective this 1st day of November, 2010. 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Peter Fosselman, Mayor 

 

 

This is to Certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was adopted by the Town 
Council in public meeting assembled 
on the 1st day of November, 2010. 

 

______________________________ 

Susan Engels, Clerk-Treasurer 


